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Homepage 

 

 

 

Based on a Talk to The Lustleigh Society  

given by  

Mike Wills on 28 September 2005  

 

This document gives a brief history of the local early WILLS family and covers all those 

descendants of the Lustleigh WILLS family who are known to have emigrated abroad.  

For more information on the farms of the family see my Farms of the Lustleigh Wills Family  

For details of the Wills pedigree see Greg Ramstedts database on rootswebworldconnect.  

 

This Word document is taken from a website I wrote in 2005 based on the talk   mike.wills@lineone.net  
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Introduction and Acknowledgments 

 

  

I am descended from the Eastwrey 

branch of the Lustleigh Wills family. 

This was first farmed by the Wills 

family in the early 1700s by 

Christopher and later by five 

generations of Thomas Wills. The last 

Thomas to own the farm died in 1891, 

when his family were relatively young. 

This painting of Eastwrey by F. Foot 

was painted in about 1866. The artist is 

said to have lived in Lustleigh for only 

two years. The monkey puzzle tree or 

tennis court, both prominent features 

today, do not appear in this picture  

 

  

The village assembled on 

Lustleigh church steps for 

the Golden Jubilee of Queen 

Victoria in 1887. Great 

grandfather Thomas is 

wearing the white hat on the 

right of the picture. To 

celebrate the jubilee he 

donated the granite for the 

new church steps. My 

grandfather and his older 

brother William are also in 

the picture.  

One of the old elm trees, 

now no longer a feature of 

the English countryside due 

to Dutch Elm disease, can 

clearly be seen. 

 

  

 My grandfather Percy Nosworthy Wills was born 

at Eastwrey in 1878 and died in Bournemouth in 

1955.  

He was 10 years old when his mother died and 13 

when his father Thomas died 

After his father died he was educated at Blundells 

School.  

He worked most of his life as a farm bailiff in 

Devon and Somerset and owned Stippaden farm in 

South Brent where he lived when his family were 

young.  
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This painting of Lustleigh 

by Foot was done at about 

the time the railway opened 

in 1866. My great 

grandfather Thomas was a 

director of the railway 

company and he died the 

next day after returning from 

a board meeting with chest 

pains  

Thomas died in 1891 and 

Eastwrey was inherited by 

William with the other three 

sons, Thomas, Charles and 

Percy getting other 

properties. 

 

 

Eastwrey was eventually 

sold by William in 1897, to 

the unrelated George 

WILLS of Pepperdon, and 

the family "went their 

separate ways". Under the 

terms of the will William 

had to pay a legacy of 

£5,000 to the daughters, 

when the farm was finally 

sold he was left with £400. 

He then lived and farmed at 

Caseley "cottage" where his 

family were born before 

moving to Marlwood in 

Thornbury, Gloucestershire. 

 

  

Clara DISCOMBE nee Wills circa 

1960 at the entrance to Lustleigh 

Churchyard. In 1960 she lived next to 

the tea rooms near this gate. 

As far as we know she was not of our 

WILLS line but from a separate 

Bridford line. She was employed by 

my grandfather as nuresmaid for my 

father John Percy WILLS who was 

born at White Rock farm Churston 

Ferrers, now part of Paignton. 
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Dick Wills of Narracombe, who died 

in 2003 at the age of 80, wrote his 

first letter inquiring about family 

history when he was aged 16. Over 

the years he gained a great 

understanding of the local branches 

of the Lustleigh Wills family. I was 

fortunate to work on the family 

history with him over his last 15 to 

20 years. Dick was greatly helped by 

Bill Amery who was at the same 

time researching his Amery family 

and who documented a great deal of 

information on property ownership 

and extracts from the registers etc. 

In more recent years, thanks to the 

Internet, I have worked with 5th 

cousin Greg Ramstadt in Utah and 

together we have gained 

considerable information on those 

lines that strayed away from 

Lustleigh and also on the early Wills 

family before they moved to 

Lustleigh. 
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The Early Wills Family 

 

 

 

The 1332 Subsidy list for Devon is the earliest document that I am aware of that gives an 

overall distribution of surnames and this shows the only WILLS around this area is Henry atte 

wille (meaning Henry living by the water) in Ilsington, he paid a subsidy of 8d . Next 

documents available are the Bovey Tracey Court Rolls and in 1428 William WILLE is accused 

of hunting the Lords rabbits with dogs, in 1429 John and William WILLE are appointed jurors 

for the King, in 1458 Henry WILLE of Langaller is in plea of contract.  

Note: Langaller or Brimley was an ancient manor with a stream and mill divided by the Bovey 

Tracey and Ilsington boundary, could this 1458 Henry be a descendant of the 1332 Henry and 

could they be the origins of the Lustleigh family? Several other mentions of the surname 

continue in Bovey Tracey Court Rolls through to 1531 when the parish registers start.  

In 1497 John WILLE of Henley on Thames sold land in Bovey Tracey, probably indicating 

that he originated there. No research has been done on this possible branch. Perhaps he was the 

first of our worldwide family? 
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Parish Registers start in 1528, with Lay Subsidy lists for 1525 and 1544. The 1525 list shows a 

John WILLE in Bovey Tracey but by 1544 there is also Richard in Bovey, Henry in Christow, 

John in Bridford, Joan in Dunsford and Michael in Ashton. This suggests a possible migration 

from Bovey along the Teign valley. In 1577 Henry of Christow purchases 1/4 of Wreyland and 

his son Thomas a further 1/4 indicating an ongoing source of wealth.  

Documentation associated with Henry's land in Wreyland shows his name variously spelt as 

WILL, WILLE or WILLS. These documents are well covered by Cecil Torr in his book 

Wreyland Documents. A Henry WYLL is also mentioned in the Christow Court Rolls of 1562 

but no mention of a WYLL there in earlier documents. 

In 1586 George WILLS (later of Hisley) was baptized in Bovey Tracey to John, followed by 

two daughters Dunes and Elizabeth and then Christopher in 1592. Unfortunately there were 

three Johns baptized about 1564 who could have been their fathers. A John of Christow died in 

1629 and George of Hisley purchased one third of Lustleigh manor with others in 1630, so we 

speculate that he used his recent inheritance as eldest son of an eldest son John of Christow. 

Furthermore a Dewnes Wills probable daughter of Henry married in 1577 at Christow, is 

George's sister is named after her?. We know from the registers that John of Christow's father 

was Geoffrey of Christow and we speculate that he was a brother to Henry of Christow who 

purchased 1/4 of Wreyland and that they both benefited from the same source of wealth which 

might have been mining. 

We will probably never know if our guesses are correct. But it is a fact that the WILLS family 

of Narracombe, the land of which includes old Brimley land, are in the same parish today, 

nearly 700 years later, as Henry atte wille in 1332. 

In the past there have been suggestions that the WILLMEAD surname and the WILLS 

surname were one and the same but a closer look at all the information now available suggests 

that this is not the case. As a result of family names given in a chancery document at the 

National Archives in Kew we know there were at least two Henrys, the one who purchased part 

of Wreyland in 1577 and probably the other was the Henry WILLE at Willmead mentioned in 

the 1566 survey of Wreyland, it appears they were both born within some 10 years of each 

other. 
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3. Start of the Lustleigh Family 

 

  

The 1615 survey for Lustleigh is the 

earliest known document that 

mentions a WILLS holding property 

there. 

As can be seen from the first sheet it 

is laid out in a methodical order with 

entries neatly bracketed. 

    

 

  

However, on the eighth sheet the first 

entry is for Blanche SPREE and then 

there is an entry with alterations made 

to it before it is bracketed off. 
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A closer look shows that in 1615 Blanche SPREE is holding  

North ( Higher) Hisley. 

 

 

 

 

The modified entry was made in 1618. This is in line with other additions made to 

the survey in 1618. However, initially George was shown holding N Hisley but 

George was deleted and Christopher inserted. One of them is also shown as being 

aged 28. One possible explanation to this alteration is that in fact George was 

holding it in 1618 but that the reversion actually went to Christopher in say 1617 

and he then died and it had passed to George by the time of the survey in 

September 1618. 
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George obviously became well established in Lustleigh because the 1624 

Bishops Transcripts show him as the Church Warden 

 

 

This photograph of North or Higher Hisley was taken possibly in the late 1800s and shows Nellie WILLS 

and most probably her father John WILLS. 
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Chart showing all members of the Lustleigh Wills family known to have emigrated. 
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1, 2 & 3. To St. Helena from Higher Hisley,  

Australia from Whiteway Barton and Australia from Lenda 

 

1. Richard to St Helena in 1785. 

 

  

  

. In 1742 Thomas was born to John of 

Higher Hisley and in 1760 he married in 

Tavistock and had a son Richard who 

was baptized in 1762 at Tavistock. He 

joined the army of the East India Co. The 

attached transcript shows his arrival in St 

Helena from Madras in 1792, this was his 

second visit there. 

Here he was discharged from the 

artillery, took up farming, married and 

raised a family. 

 

 

  

This is a copy of Richard's will dated 1833. 

The first lines read:- 

In the name of God Amen. I 

Richard WILLS of the Island of 

St. Helena Farmer being weak in 

body............. 

His son left St. Helena for Nantucket Island 

in the USA 
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 2. John Thomas Brock to Victoria, Australia in 1853. 

 

 

Whiteway Barton Farm is situated 

in Kingsteignton. Thomas WILLS 

died in 1846, when his son John 

Thomas Brock WILLS was aged 

16. His will stipulated that the 

farm was not to be sold until John 

was 21 so it was farmed by his 

wife Mary nee VOOGHT. It was 

sold in 1851 and the proceeds 

divided between John, his mother 

and his sister Mary. John 

emigrated to Melbourne on board 

the ship "Great Britain" in 1853. 

 

 

 

John Thomas Brock had a son in 

Australia whom he named Lewis 

Whiteway WILLS as shown on the 

death registration of 1949. This 

name was after an old friend and 

mariner called Lewis WHITEWAY 

who lived on the adjacent property to 

Whiteway Barton.  

This family continue farming in 

Australia today 

 

 3. Charles to Australia c1839.  

  

 Charles WILLS sold Lenda in 1836 and 

with his wife Mary nee KNIGHT and their 

two sons Charles James WILLS and John 

Knight WILLS they emigrated to Australia.  

The Australian story is that Mary was a 

cousin of Charles but this has not yet been 

proven, also that they emigrated as the result 

of a fire at Lenda. Remains of burnt timbers 

in the roof of the old part of the house have 

been found. 

In Australia they had a third son Alfred and 

4 daughters. Alfred brought news of the 

discovery of Copper to Adelaide for which 

he received 100 golden guineas. The sons 

appear to have had no children and the line 

continues through daughter Rosa. 
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4. Thomas Wills of Lower Hisley to Wolfe Island, Newfoundland  

and later to Alberta  

 

 

  

 

George of Lower Hisley, 

Lustleigh, who married 

Maria CUMMING in 

1805 had a son George in 

1833, who farmed L 

Hisley and Knowle, he 

also had a second son 

Thomas who was 

baptized in 1809. At the 

age of 30 he emigrated to 

Wolfe Island, 

Newfoundland. 

    

 

  

On Wolfe Island he 

married Sopia SEARLE. 

They had four sons, three 

of whom died before they 

were aged 25. 

Thomas built a stone 

house on Wolfe Island in 

1840 which still survives 

today. 
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His fourth son George Searle 

built a more traditional 

Canadian timber framed house 

and this also survives. 

 

 

 

A map of the holdings on 

Wolfe Island in 1878 can be 

seen at the Canadian County 

Digital Atlas site.  

This shows Thomas with a plot 

of 100 acres north of The 

Baseline and son George with 

100 acres south of Baseline and 

50 acres to the north. 

 

 

  

This picture, probably taken in 

1991, shows the farm buildings 

that were on what was once 

George's farm. No doubt some 

of them date from his time. 

In 1890 George Searle, 

following Doctors advice to go 

somewhere drier, sold up and 

moved across Canada to Alberta 

with his family. His first new 

homestead was in the area what 

is now 16 Avenue and 4 Street, 

Calgary. Here he bought 650 

acres and stocked it with a 

railway car load of sheep, cattle 

and poultry from Wolfe Island. 
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A picture of the in-laws ready 

for church. 

 

  

George WILLS new car and in 

the background is the house he 

built in Alberta in about 1890 

but unfortunately it no longer 

exists. 

 

  

The WILLS farm today, with 

the main buildings behind the 

trees. 
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5 & 6. Thomas and Leslie Wills of the Eastwrey Family to New Zealand 

 

6. Leslie to New Zealand in 1930. 

 

   

After selling Eastwrey William 

lived in "Caseley Cottage" and 

had his family there. He then 

moved to Marlwood, Thornbury, 

Glos., taking his stock and 

equipment by train from 

Lustleigh. Here he had the 

Marlwood Herd of pedigree 

Large Black Pigs.  

After a disasterous farm sale at 

Marlwood in 1930 his youngest 

son, Leslie Howard Drake, rode 

to Southampton on his BSA 

motor bike and emigrated with it 

to New Zealand. 

 

 

 
 Leslie had three sons in New 

Zealand and they became some 

of the first growers of Kiwi fruit. 

This picture shows the packing 

and cooling warehouse on the 

kiwi farm which belonged to one 

of the brothers. The sign "Wills 

Car Parking" still showing on the 

side of the building in 2001. 

Reverse migration has brought 

younger members of this family 

back to England but they have 

not yet settled in Lustleigh. 
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Two of the brothers now have a more traditional beef farm. But also avocado orchards as can 

be seen in this photograph taken in 2001. 

 

 

 

Some of the 1000 head of beef cattle on the farm in 2001. 
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7. Thomas son of George Wills from Ideford to Willesden and then to 
Queensland Australia in about 1906. 

 

 George of Lower Colybrook Farm in Ideford had a son Thomas in 1822 who 

moved to Willesden, Middlesex and became a master butcher. In 1851 he had a 

son Thomas who also became a master butcher and he had a son Thomas 

Charles Harvey in 1873, who after service in the 17th Lancers emigrated to 

Australia. His descendants live there today. 

Thomas Charles is said to have been one of a large family all born in the 

Willesden area of Middlesex, London. We have no records of the others. 

 

 

Thomas Charles with wife and sons in Australia. 
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8 & 9. Mary and Henry Wills of Wadden to Ontario 

 

8. John and Mary to Ontario in 1847. 

 

  

  

George, born 1764, and Grace had their 

family of ten children at Waddon Farm 

in Chudleigh.  

The picture shows the old wash house at 

the back of the main building. 

    

 

  

The eldest daughter Mary married John 

Wills of Compton Barton, Marldon. 

The picture shows their entry in the 

Ashburton marriage register. 
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In the 1841 census they were 

innkeepers at the Lion Inn in 

Chudleigh, now no longer in 

existence. But in 1847, after the 

death of John's father they decided 

to emigrate to Ontario with their 

four children. John worked as a 

stage coach driver in the Toronto 

area. In 1857 they moved on to 

Iowa where he started farming. 

  

  

 

 

Gravestone in Iowa of Mary wife of 

John who died in 1884 aged 89 years. 

 

9. Henry of Wadden to Ontario in 1860 
In 1851 Henry the youngest of George’s family was farming Wadden and had four sons. But in 1852 

his wife Mary died. In 1854 he married Ann VINNICOMBE and they had two more sons. In 1860 

Henry emigrated to Ontario with his four oldest sons and left the two younger ones behind. The 1861 

census shows them living with their mother Ann WILLS who died 1964 in Chudleigh. 
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Henry cleared his 100 acre 

land concession of trees, 

hauling them to the local 

brickworks as fuel. He 

then sold the clearing and 

started on a second.  

 

The two youngest sons 

followed Henry out to 

Canada in about 1870. 

 

When he was 75 Henry 

married Sarah WYATT. 

The former wife of 

Edward  his sevant in the 

1851  Chudleigh census. 

 

This picture shows the 

farm today. 

 

It is called Wadden Farm. 

 

A bridge crosses a small 

river near the farmhouse 

and it is named Wills 

Bridge after John WILLS 

who was in his 80s and 

blind but used to walk out 

to talk to the workmen 

each day. 
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10, 11 & 12. Charles and Thomas of Bovey Tracey to Tasmania 

 

 

  

Higher Lemonford in Bickington, the home 

of Richard WILLS born in 1738. He had 

three sons.:- 

George born 1764 went to Waddon Farm 

in Chudleigh as previously mentioned in 

sections 8 and 9.                     . 

Thomas born in 1769 moved to Bovey 

Tracey where he had a family, the first 

being born out of wedlock.                 .           

William born in 1775 continued at 

Lemonford. 

Considerable effort has been made in 

identifying the Bovey Tracey Thomas with 

the Lemonford family and one interesting 

item is the fact that William of Lemonford 

left in his will an annuity of only £1 to his 

brother Thomas, thereby suggesting that 

Thomas was on hard times. 

    

 

  

Thomas b 1769 of Bovey Tracey had a son 

Thomas in 1802 who had his first two sons 

baptized in the Baptist Chapel:-  

• George born 1824 of Reed farm, 

Christow in 1881 and the line from 

his sons has been lost. 

• Charles born 1828 emigrated to 

Tasmania in 1854 

• Thomas born 1833 emigrated to 

Tasmania in 1856 
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Charles was sponsored by George 

MEREDITH and emigrated on the barque 

"Wanderer" taking 14 weeks to arrive in 

Hobart.  

Then in 1856 Charles sponsored his older 

brother Thomas. This can be seen from the 

copy of the 1857 passenger list for the SS 

Great Tasmania showing Thomas WILLS 

and his wife Sarah. They are both shown as 

being able to read and write. They arrived 

in Hobart on 27 January 1857 having 

sailed from Liverpool on 14 November 

1856.. 

 

  
This picture of Hobart in 1855 shows it to 

be a built up and busy port. 

12. William Wills, Cabinet Maker, of Exeter  

 

  

Willliam WILLS born in 1734 was the 

son of Benjamin of Eastwrey. He became 

a cabinet maker in Exeter and was buried 

in 1813 in St Georges Church Exeter. 

Unfortunately this church was demolished 

in 1843 for road widening.                      . 

His son Jasper married Mary AMERY of 

Lustleigh and his descendants later moved 

to London from where, three generations 

later, the sons of Henry Charles 

emigrated:- 

• Cecil Douglas born 1886 to 

Canada 

• Cuthbert Charles to Australia no 

issue. 

• Gordon Henry born 1897 to 

Australia and son John Oliver 

born 1905 no issue. 

• A line is also now in New 

Zealand. 

The picture is the fire insurance claim for 

£103 on the Sun Life made by William in 

1780 when his dwelling house in 

Southgate Street, Exeter burnt down. 
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13. Family of John and Sarah Wills to Newfoundland,  
Ontario and Australia 

 

 

 

 

  

In 1731 Joseph of 

Smallacombe was 

baptized at Ilsington, he 

married Elizabeth 

PINSENT in 1754 and 

they had three daughters 

and three sons including 

John born in1760  
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John continued to farm at Smallacombe then moved to Compton Barton in Marldon. 

This farm overlooked Compton Castle. It is now a tea room. 

 

 

  

  

John married 

Sarah 'Sally' 

RENDELL at 

Combinteignhead 

in 1787 

The original of 

this painting of 

her is in Ontario. 
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Their eldest daughter Sarah married 

Cmdr Henry LeVESCONTE of 

Jersey and they emigrated to 

Newfoundland.  

This letter to his father in Seymour 

East, Newcastle District, Upper 

Canada, is from their son Henry 

Thomas Dundas LeVESCONTE and 

is dated 1843. Called Dundas after 

the captain his father served under at 

the battle of Trafalgar. 

 

  

In order to save paper the 

writing is in two directions on 

the same side of the paper. 

Henry was a member of the 

Franklin Expedition to search 

for the North West Passage and 

perished with the rest of the 

expedition. We have a letter 

written from H.M.S. Erebus just 

before it sailed and it is clear 

that his will was also written at 

this time. His possible remains 

were eventually discovered and 

are buried in the painted Chapel 

at Greenwich. 
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Thomas to Belleville, Ontario 

 

 

John of Compton’s son Thomas was born in 1798 at Marldon and he also emigrated to 

Newfoundland. His grandson John became the Mayor of Belleville and his brother Henry 

Thomas b 1853 was a bank manager with the Canadian Bank of Commerce and is standing 

on the right hand side of this group. The picture is the cover for the 1998 bank calendar. 

 

 

Henry Thomas was the manager of the bank in the Klondike during the gold rush in 1897 

and is standing in the back left of this picture. 
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This Ontario family used this WILLS 

crest. But in fact it is associated with a 

WILLS family from another Compton 

Castle in Castle Cary, Dorset. 

  

  

This similar crest was used by an 

unrelated WILLS family in Australia at 

about the same time. 
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William John Wills Australian Explorer 

  

The most famous grandson of Sally and 

John WILLS of Compton Barton was 

William John the explorer in Australia. 

He was born to Dr William WILLS and 

his wife Sarah CALLEY at Totnes in 

1834.  

In 1852 William. John and his younger 

brother Thomas, born 1837, emigrated to 

Melbourne at the time of the gold rush. 

Originally their father was due to travel 

with them but at their mother's request he 

sailed on a later ship. Whilst waiting for 

their father to arrive in 1853 the two sons 

worked as shepherds. William John then 

joined the Melbourne Magnetic 

Observatory. Their father worked as a 

surgeon and attended the wounded in 

Ballarat during the Eureka stockade riots. 

  

Wm. John joined the expedition 

commanded by Robert Burke to find a 

route from Melbourne across the 

unexplored centre of Australia to the 

north coast for a potential route for the 

telegraph line. 

At Menindee the expedition split leaving 

the main supplies to follow and a smaller 

party moved on to Coopers Creek. From 

here four of them made a dash in the 

height of summer towards the north coast, 

nearly 2,000 miles, leaving a small party 

and supplies at the Creek. After some 

weeks they reached the Gulf of 

Carpentaria and on the return, running out 

of supplies one of the party died a day out 

from Coopers Creek, the other 3 

exhausted spent much time burying him 

arriving at Coopers Creek next evening 

only to find that the reserve party had left 

the base that morning. 

Burke and Wills died from malnutrition at 

Coopers Creek and this is the monument 

in Melbourne erected to them after the 

first state funeral in Australia. 
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In 2002 my wife and I and 

cousin William visited Australia 

to follow the route of the 

expedition from Melbourne up 

to Coopers Creek and Birdsville. 

A round trip of some 6,000km 

A fuller account of our journey 

is given on my Wills Farms 

Website  

  

We started our journey from 

Melbourne Cemetery where the 

remains of Robert BURKE and 

William WILLS are buried. 

ABC television were there to 

film our departure. 

  

Near the cemetery is the cairn 

built to mark the place where the 

expedition started in 1860. The 

modern Melbourne skyline can 

be seen in the distance. 
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Our first nights stop was at 

Swan Hill where we 

watched our departure 

from Melbourne that 

morning on the 6pm 

television news. The 

expedition took some 10 

days to cover this distance. 

 

 

Near Swan Hill is the 

Murray River. This is a 

major source of water 

throughout its length  and 

it really only ever flows 

into the sea when in flood. 

 

 

Menindee is the place 

where the main part of the 

expedition paused with the 

intention of following but 

due to various 

organizational problems 

they did not move on. 
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At Milparinka is Depot Glen where the explorer Sturt and his party were marooned for 6 months due 

to lack of water in the surrounding country. 

 

  

The countyrside in the Sturt National Park is very barren and trees only survive in dried up river beds 
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Our first view of Coopers Creek near Innamincka. The trees along the creek can be seen in the distance 
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The Dig Tree at Coopers Creek is the place where the forward party made camp. From here in the 

height of summer BURKE decided to make a dash for the north coast some 2.000 miles away, he took 

with him WILLS, GRAY and KING. 

They reached the coast and GRAY died on the return journey, the survivors got back to the tree to find 

that the party waiting for them had left that morning. Carved on the tree was a message telling them to 

dig in a certain place where they found some supplies and where they buried a message stating their 

return and also all their documents. They then wandered along the Creek receiving some help with food 

from the aborigines. Unfortunately a search party did not check for the buried documents to learn that 

they were in the area  

 

  

The memorial stone in the 

centre distance marks the spot 

where Burke's remains were 

found. 
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The Burke and Wills Bridge across the Creek 

 

 

The axle end marking the spot where William John's remains were found on the banks of Coopers 

Creek. 

When we got back into our car a strong wind blew up and it was difficult to shut the doors. We then 

watched a whirlwind leave us and go down to the river bed. Was this some recognition that we had 

come from England to visit the site of an ancestors death? 
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The countryside north of Innamincka is very barren, without roads or tracks 

 it must have been very desolate. 

 

Sunset over Coopers Creek at Innamincka. 
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INTRODUCTION 

I am Mike WILLS, mike.wills@lineone.net , descended from the Eastwrey branch of the 
WILLS family. Records show our ancestors living, in the Manor of Wreyland, Devon, 
England, in the 15th century. This website is intended to supplement the information 
on our family that is available on other sites. In particular to integrate pictures of the 
farms and villages where many of our ancestors lived and worked with the large family 
pedigree published by my 5th cousin Greg RAMSTEDT on rootswebworldconnect 

My 6th cousin Tom WILLS has a site for Australian WILLS families, including our own. 
Much of the research into the family was carried out by Dick WILLS, another 6th 
cousin, without his work our main source of research would not exist. 

Lustleigh Village  

 

Thatching in Lustleigh Church House Lustleigh 

Lustleigh is a small village on the edge of Dartmoor in Devon, England. The village centre is 
south of the main road between Bovey Tracey and Moretonhampstead in the valley of the small 
river Wrey or Wray. It was mentioned in the Doomsday book of 1086 where reference is made to 
a John in Lustleigh, we will never know if he was an ancestor of John, my 14th great 
grandfather, who was tenant of Willmead in 1439. The earliest part of the present Lustleigh 
church dates back to the 13th century but the Christian graveyard is believed to date from the 
fifth or sixth century. Many of the old farm houses have now been restored as private 
residences and are not now part of working farms. 

  

The Old Mill Lustleigh Village Centre 
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1. FARMS OF THE FORMER MANOR OF WREYLAND. 

1.1. WREYLAND MANOR HOUSE 

Formerly Wreyland Manor was within the boundary of Bovey Tracey but is now within 
Lustleigh.  

 

The house today known as Wreyland Manor is said to have been built between 1363 and 1369 
as the Hall house. The date of 1680 carved over the porch probably refers to the date of an 
alteration or change of lease. In 1992 the sale of the house was featured in a national 
newspaper at a price of £450,000. There are a number of old houses surviving in the area that 
was once known as Wreyland Manor. It can be reached by the path from Lustleigh village 
green, under the old railway bridge and past the cricket pitch.  

There is considerable documentation surviving for the old Manor of Wreyland and this has 
been transcribed from the original Latin Text by researchers C. Torr and H. Peskett. The 
earliest known surviving mention of Wreyforde in Bovey Tracey dates from 1337 and the Court 
Roll of 9 May 1497 refers to the Manor of Wreyland.  Much of our early information on the 
family is based on these documents together with land records, the following notes include very 
brief extracts of some of this information especially where the Wille, Wylle, Wyles or Wills 
family is involved. 

On 14 May 1577 Henry WYLL of Christow purchased one quarter of the manor of Wreyland, 
from Lord Compton, this was inherited in 1599 by his son Thomas WILLES of Bridford who 
also purchased another 1/4, but at the time of his death in 1619 he had only the fourth part of 
six tenements in Wreyland. It is interesting to speculate how Henry gained his wealth, was it 
from mining activity in Christow? 

In his will, proved at Totnes in 1710, Benjamin WILLS, clothier, of Wrayland left five shillings 
to the poor people living in the Manor of Wrayland and one fourth part of a messuage in 
Wrayland, which he had purchased from Nicholas MITCHELL, to his brother Christopher's 
grandson Benjamin WILLS. He also left two weavers looms to Richard WILLMEAD who was 
apprentice to his deceased brother John. To John Wills son of his deceased brother 
Christopher two cows and one tenement called Eastawray. 
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1.2. WILLMEAD 

About 1 mile south of Lustleigh village centre. The building is today a grade 2 listed farmhouse 
and still retains the basic structure of a Devon longhouse where originally the animals lived in 
the left hand area with lower floor level, now a large dining room, and the humans on a slightly 
higher level with superior drainage.  

 

Wreyland Manor documents show that in 1439 a tenancy of Willmead was held by John 
WYLMEDE and in 1477 by his son Peter WYLMEDE, this was surrendered by his widow Joan 
sometime after 1483. The 1566 survey quotes Henry WYLL of Wylmead as tenant with 
reversion to his son Richard. It is almost certain that this Henry was a different Henry to the 
one who purchased 1/4 of Wreyland in 1577. A 1660 chancery document against Ambrose 
WILLS, brought by Jonas PINSENT, mentions his brothers Henry and Willliam also his father 
William and grandfather Henry probably the latter is the Henry at Willmead in 1566. 

The origin of the name Willmead is open to speculation did the farm take its name from an 
ancient family called Wylmead or vice versa, is the name an abbreviation for William’s field or a 
field with water in it? From one look at the setting of the house one would assume that the 
origin is due to the natural pond in the field in front of the house.  

An interesting tenant of Willmead was Rev William DAVY who was curate of Lustleigh from 
1734 to 1826, reputed inventor of the printing press and Davy lamp. In the 1851 census 
William WILLIAMS was living there, an agricultural labourer with his “labs wife” and four “labs 
sons”. When sold in 1996 the asking price was £430,000.  

Research in the 1970s suggested that the surnames WYLL and WYLMEAD were 
interchangeable but with more detailed analysis it is now (2004) concluded that they were 
separate families. Major factors in this conclusion are the considerations that Geoffrey WILL 
(ca. 1532-1609) of Christow and Geoffrey WILLMEADE (ca. 1535-1592) of Kelly, Hennock were 
not the same person, nor are Thomas WILLS (bn. 1617, the son of Henry WYLL 1591-1619) of 
Bridford and Thomas WILLMEAD (1606-1677) of Kelly. 

 



 42 

1.3. KELLY 

Kelly was at the northern end of the Manor and now in the parish of Hennock, but located 
about one mile north east from the centre of Lustleigh.   

The 1851 census shows James WILLS “landed proprietor” living in Kelly farm with his family 
and six servants/farm labourers. Three other families lived in the Kelly cottages, a photograph 
of which is shown below. 

 

The 1566 survey of the manor states that Geoffrey WYLMEAD had a holding in Kelleigh with 
reversion to his son Thomas. Thomas WILLMEAD, who died in 1677, purchased one half of 
Middle Kelly from Wm and Thomas MAUREY. Also half of South Kelly, this passed to his 
grandson Robert PINSENT. Thomas also purchased one quarter of North Kelly from Nicholas 
MITCHELL and this became a marriage settlement to his son in law John MERDON when he 
married Thomas’ daughter Joan. This North Kelly quarter then passed to Laurence CLAMPITT 
on his marriage to Elizabeth MERDON and was purchased by Benjamin Wills in 1690 then left 
to the son John, of his deceased brother John, in his 1710 will. A deed of 30 April 1719 shows 
John owned a quarter of two inhabited houses and two houses "fallen downe", these passed to 
Joseph Wills in 1724/5 and in court rolls for 1725 and 1727 there are presentments against 
him for failing to repair his one house.  

In 1797 George WILLS bought South Kelly from John PINSENT, the location of Kelly Farm, and 
leased Kelly mine back to John PINSENT for 21 years. The output of the mine, known as "shiny 
ore", was used in the 18th and 19th centuries for drying hand written documents and later it 
was used as a rust preventative in paint for the Royal Navy ships. North and Middle Kelly were 
also eventually fully owned by his son George WILLS who was born in 1730, these passed with 
half of South Kelly to his son and then to his grandson James born 1809. It was then all sold 
to the DADD family.  
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2. LUSTLEIGH FARMS 

George WILLS, copyhold tenant of North Hisley, is the earliest known WILLS in Lustleigh 
and is first mentioned in the 1618 addition to the 1615 survey. By 1624 he was a 
churchwarden. He was baptised in Bovey Tracey in 1586, the first son of John WILLS. This 
John WILLS was probably the eldest son of Geoffrey WILLS of Christow who, we speculate, 
was the brother of the Henry of Christow who purchased 1/4 of Wreyland in 1577. 
Furthermore, one of Georges sisters was called Dunes possibly after a Dewnes WILLS, who 
was married in Christow in 1577 to Peter VALENCE. John of Chistow died in 1629 thereby, 
we assume, allowing George funds in 1630 to buy, with others, one quarter of Lustleigh 
Manor when it was sold by three of the MARTIN heiresses. They divided the quarters 
between themselves such that George WILLS owned one quarter of each of the following:- 
North Hisley, South Hisley, Rudge, Eastwrey, Woodpark and Longmarsh,Waye, North 
Harton and Petherbridge 

2.1 RUDGE 

Rudge farm is to the south of Lustleigh village. It is from here that the Lustleigh WILLS 
family spread. 

 
 

The son George WILLS, of George who bought the quarter of Lustleigh Manor in 1630, 
married Susanna Pethybridge and was buried in Lustleigh in 1691. At his death he owned 
two thirds of Rudge , one quarter of which he inherited and the remainder he purchased. 
This family was the start of the Lustleigh WILLS era, his sons grandsons and great 
grandsons became one of the largest farming families in Lustleigh and are closely 
interlinked with the history of the village.  George’s g grandson George purchased the 
remaining third in 1805. The farm passed after two more generations to the childless widow 
of George in 1873 and then out of the WILLS family. In 1990 when it was sold the asking 
price was £525,000 with 20 acres of land. 
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2.2. CASELEY 

Caseley is on the northern outskirts of Lustleigh. When it was a farm its land bordered 
onto Eastwrey. The picture shows what was originally the farmyard side of the 
farmhouse, now the front of a desirable residence. 

 

Fourteenth century charters found by Dick WILLS with Narracombe documents refer to 
Caseley. After being tenants for a great number of years the CASELEIGH family 
purchased the farm from the heirs of John Wadham in 1629. Possibly they had made 
their money by mining tin in the valley as in 1613 there was a tyn blowinge mill called 
Caseleigh Smitha. 

Caseley farm next passed to Thomas NOSWORTHY when he married Elizabeth 
CASELEIGH on 26 Nov 1639 and then to the Wills family when Mary NOSWORTHY of 
Narracombe married George WILLS in 1808. It was then inherited by their son George of 
Narracombe who sold it to Thomas WILLS of Eastwrey.  

In the 1851 census Charles WILLS, the son of George WILLS of Lower Hisley, is living 
here farming 90 acres with his wife, four young children, three labourers and a house 
servant.  

After the death of his father Caseley was sold by his son William WILLS of Eastwrey in 
1870 to George WILLS of Pepperdon, however, William lived there as a tenant and raised 
his family here before moving his equipment and animals by rail to Marlwood in 
Gloucester where he raised a herd of pedigree large black pigs.  
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2.3 EASTWRAY 

 

 
 
Located about one mile to the 
north of Lustleigh village on the 
main road to 
Moretonhampstead. It stands 
above the east branch of the 
Wrey or Wray stream. The main 
farmhouse is now operating as a 
small hotel. The first family 
occupant of Eastwrey was 
Christopher WILLS, the 
youngest son of the George who 
purchased a quarter of 
Lustleigh manor in 1629. 

 
Christopher leased it from 1659 followed by his son John and grandson Richard 
until 1751. After this his second cousin Thomas WILLS born 1712, of Wreyland and 
Gatehouse, lived there. Thomas owed eight twelfths of Eastwrey, three inherited 
from his grandfather George above. Another twelfth was purchased by his father, 
George, from CONDOR and he purchased another 3 twelfths from TOZER. Thomas' 
son Thomas born 1741 eventually owed the whole of Eastwrey after purchasing the 
remaining third from Hon WYNHAM in 1805. It was occupied by the family for a 
total of 8 generations until it was sold with Caseley, Thorn Park, Gatehouse estate 
and Willowrey by William WILLS in 1897 after his fathers sudden death. The 
properties including 280 acres, were sold for £6,700. A large proportion of this sum 
went to debts and legacies leaving William with a few hundred. The purchaser was 
George Wills owner of the adjacent property of Pepperdon, not as far as we know 
related, who had made his money as a merchant in Adelaide supporting the gold 
rush. Two of Williams sons emigrated to New Zealand and founded Wills families 
there today. One of Williams brothers was my grandfather. The 1881 census shows 
Thomas, farmer of 390 acres, living with his wife and seven of his children, the 
oldest son Thomas was not there, presumably at boarding school. 
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The earliest photograph we have of Thomas WILLS, of Eastwray, my great 
grandfather is at the time of Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee festivities at Lustleigh 
in 1887, when he donated the granite steps that lead up to the Lynch Gate to 
Lustleigh Church. He is in the white hat and jacket on the right hand side of the 
picture. His daughter Frances, my great aunt, wrote in her diary:- 
 
“Jubilee festivities were held at Lustleigh yesterday. A feast of beef and plum 
pudding to all the men and for the women an excellent tea was provided and an 
abundance of good things for the children. As early as 3 o’clock the people were 
astir, putting up arches etc. The Religious services of the day began at 2pm, when 
the choir passed through the church chanting psalm 121, took up their position at 
the Lynch gate. Memorial stones being the gift of Mr WILLS of East Wrey, were then 
placed one by Mrs WILLS and one by the Rectors grand-daughter. A service in the 
church followed the laying of the stones” 

 

 

I think my grandfather  Percy Nosworthy WILLS is the little boy, near the front, 
about the 6th child from the right behind the little girls in their white dresses. I 
remember my father pointing somewhere down in this corner. 
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2.4 GATEHOUSE AND CLEAVE HOTEL 

The photograph shows the Cleave, now the village pub. 

 

Thomas WILLS of Eastwray born in Lustleigh in 1712 owned two thirds of Gatehouse 
one third being ex TOZER. His son purchased the remaining third from Hon 
WYNDHAM in 1805. 

When sold with Easywrey in 1870 Gatehouse Estate consisted of 46 acres. It is located 
in the centre of Lustleigh opposite the church and part of the Cleave Hotel complex. No 
old building is now called Gatehouse but the name is used by a relatively modern 
house nearby. The name Cleave is taken from the steep hillside located east of the 
village.  

 
Lustleigh Church 2004 

 
Old Ash House at Waye 2004 
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2.5. HIGHER HISLEY 

Jean SMEETH who owned this photograph of Higher Hisley circa 1900 believes the gentleman 
in he doorway is her grandfather John WILLS with her aunt Nell REDDICLIFFE nee WILLS. 

 .  
Originally known as North Hisley and South Hisley. George Wills born 1586 was copyhold 
tenant here when he purchased with others one quarter of Lustleigh Manor. He also 
purchased one twelfth of some tenements from Samuel CONDOR and his son George 
purchased a further third of some tenements from STRANGEWAYS. As a consequence his 
grandson, John WILLS born 1669 inherited two thirds of North and South Hisley and one third 
of Eastwrey. The final third of North Hisley was purchased by John WILLS in 1805 from Hon 
PC WYNDHAM and the farm was sold by his son William in 1934. The remaining third of 
South Hisley was also purchased in 1805 from Hon WYNDHAM by another George WILLS who 
was born in 1776, after his death in 1827 it was sold by his executors to fund the payment of 
debts and legacies to his sons. However, young George born in 1806 continued to farm there 
as a tenant but lived and also farmed at Knowle. The next two generations continued to farm 
Lower Hisley until 'Ned' WILLS who was also farming Rudge retired in 1961, to end a run of 7 
generations at Hisley. Thomas another of the sons of George emigrated to Wolf Island in 
Newfoundland where he built a house in 1840, this still exists today, then because the high 
humidity was affecting his health his son George Searle WILLS moved in 1890 across Canada 
to Calgary Alberta where his descendants live today. In the 1851 census George WILLS was 
farming 88 acres with 2 labourers and John WILLS was farming 60 acres also with 2 
labourers. Today Higher Hisley House is based on the original longhouse structure shown in 
the old photo. 

  



 49 

 

LOWER HISLEY 

The picture shows Lower Hisley House as it is today with only the ash house remaining from the 
time of the old longhouse which almost certainly extended at right angles to the front of the new 
house. The ash house was used each night before retiring to put all the ashes from the kitchen 
fire into, to reduce the risk of the thatched roof catching fire at night. The present house was 
built by about 1886 after a fire in the old longhouse.. 

Dick WILLS can be seen in the picture 

 

 

2.6. SOUTH HARTON 

South Harton is about one and half miles northeast of Lustleigh village. Probably of monastic 
origins, the stone cross built into the wall near the entrance gate is suggested by Peskett to have 
come from the roof of one of its ancient outbuildings. George Wills born 1584 purchased one 
quarter in 1629 and, his grandson son of George of Rudge, Thomas WILLS baptised in Lustleigh 
in 1712 acquired two thirds of South Harton and Eastwrey, his grandson owned it all and it was 
eventually sold by Frank WILLS who was born in 1911, brother to 'Ned' who farmed at Lower 
Hisley and Rudge. 

The 1851 census shows Francis WILLS as owner occupier of 170 acres employing six labourers. 
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3. Ilsington Farms 

3.1. Narracombe 

In the 1851 census George WILLS, age 37, was farming 219 acres and employing 6 labourers. 

Located in the village of Ilsington the name originates from Northacombe.  Its origins probably 
go back to Saxon times. Was owned by our ancestors in the LEARE and NOSWORTHY families 
from the 1500s and entered into the WILLS family as a result of the marriage of George WILLS, 
of Higher Brimley, to Mary NOSWORTHY in September 1808.  

It was farmed by the late Dick WILLS who was the major historian of the family, with his 
colleagues Bill AMERY and Hugh PESKETT. Dick is responsible, in over 60 years of research, 
for the vast amount of knowledge available on the family today.  

The large ancient fireplace still exists inside the house and the original longhouse structure 
was overbuilt by the new facade and upper floors which were added in about 1836 after George 
WILLS married Susanna CROCKWELL.  

The external steps on the right of the picture lead to the upper floor of what was once the 
cottage where the NOSWORTHY sisters Sarah and Elizabeth lived until they died in the early 
1820s. The old barn on the left housed the cider press. 
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3.2. TOWN BARTON 

Town Barton in the village centre of Ilsington. The above photographs taken in 2002 
show the farm house and the adjoining barn now converted into living 
accommodation. It was owned as a farm by Charles WILLS who was baptised in 
Lustleigh in 1743, he also purchased Herebeare Farm in 1786. It was passed to his 
son Charles and grandson Charles Corbyn WILLS, unmarried, who sold it in 1844. 

.  

3.3. LENDA  

Southeast of the village centre its land is adjacent to Narracombe. George WILLS, 
baptised in Lustleigh in 1706, purchased one half of Lenda from J and E BOWDEN 
and the other half from Charles CORBYN it stayed in the family until his g grandson 
sold it in 1838 to, a cousin, Charles Corbyn WILLS of Town Barton. The 1881 census 
shows John WILLS living in Lenda with his wife son and 3 daughters farming 65 

acres. 

 In 1838 the Charles WILLS who was 
living in it when it was sold emigrated to 
South Australia with his wife Mary nee 
KNIGHT and two sons. Alfred a third 
son born in Australia brought news to 
Adelaide of the discovery of Copper and 
received a reward of 100 guineas. The 
Australian family story is that they left 
their home after a fire. This is confirmed 
by family stories told years ago to Dick 
WILLS of Narracombe, also by the 
discovery of burnt timbers in the roof of 
the farmhouse during recent rebuilding. 
Today the old cottage has been restored 
and is the low roofed part of a large 
house. An old cob walled barn remains 
in the farmyard. Like many other areas 
of Dartmoor there is evidence of past 
mining activity on this farm. 
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3.4. SMALLACOMBE 

In the 1851 census it was farmed by John NORTHCOTT with his wife and a total of 
seven children and grandchildren, the acreage was 167 and one labourer was employed. 

In 1723 John WILLS sold Smallacombe to Joseph WILLS, born in Lustleigh in 1675 the 
son of George of Rudge, who passed it to his son Joseph.. It stayed in the family 
through 4 more generations until Joseph, who was baptised in 1821 at the Bovey 
Tracey Baptist Chapel, sold it in 1860 to Sarl & Co. Open cast iron ore mining was 
carried out here in the 18/19th centuries. 

3.5. HIGHER AND LOWER SIGFORD 

One of several farms in a small hamlet in the south of Ilsington parish. Lower Sigford 
shown in the photograph was purchased in 1780 by Joseph WILLS of Smallacombe 
who was baptised in Lustleigh on 12 Dec 1731 the grandson of George of Rudge, it 
was inherited by his son Thomas and then passed to his nephew John WILLS, born 
1801, who sold it to Francis BERRY in 1842 

 

Charles WILLS born 1743 in Lustleigh acquired North (Higher) Sigford, possibly as a 
marriage settlement, from his brother in law Charles CORBYN. This was inherited by 
his son Charles and then his grandson Charles who sold it in 1860. Dick WILLS in 
r.h.side of photograph. 
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4. OTHER FARMS 

4.1. DUNSCOMBE 

Some two miles to the south of Chudleigh village. In the 1851 census Joseph WILLS was in 
Dunscombe farm living with his wife two daughters and four sons, he was farming 130 acres 
and employing 3 labourers. His brother Henry was nearby at Waddon farm. Joseph was the 
only generation of our WILLS family that are known to have lived at Dunscombe. 

4.2. WADDON 

Waddon farm is south of Chudleigh, and nearby to Dunscombe farm. In the1851 census 
Henry WILLS and family are shown at Waddon farm with 200 acres and 5 men. 
 

 

 
The old wash house at the rear of main farmhouse. 

Waddon was farmed by 
our family for two 
generations starting 
with George WILLS who 
was born in 1764. Of 
his 10 children one of 
his daughters, Mary, 
married John WILLS of 
Compton and emigrated 
in 1847 to Ontario and 
then Iowa. George's son 
Henry continued 
farming Waddon and 
had five sons by his 
first wife before she 
died and then two more 
by his second wife.  
In 1860 Henry set sail 
for Ontario with his five 
older sons. His second 
wife and two younger 
sons stayed in England. 
10 years later when 
their mother died the 
two younger ones 
followed. In Ontario 
Henry cleared the trees 
and founded Wadden 
farm near London 
Ontario. Henry’s 
descendants are still 
living there today. 
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4.3. Compton Barton, Marldon 

Compton Barton farm, in the parish of Marldon, was purchased in 1817 by Joseph WILLS of 
Smallacombe. This is some 20 miles away, bearing in mind the Devon landscape a long way. 
Was the reason to get away from Dartmoor and be on the red Devon soil? It was eventually 
sold in 1860 with Smallacombe. Compton Castle is in the valley below the farm. 

 

 

 A grandson of Joseph was Dr William WILLS MRCS father of William John WILLS who lost 
his life in 1861 exploring Australia whilst his father had a medical practice in Ballarat and 
attended to the wounded in the Eureka stockade massacre. A brother of Dr Wm was a ship 
owner and emigrated to Newfoundland, his son Thomas was the manager of the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce in the Klondike during the gold rush, with descendants in Canada today. 
A sister of Dr Wm married Cmdr Le VESCONTE of the Royal Navy one of their sons was lost 
on the Franklin expedition searching for the northwest  passage and his remains are buried 
in the Painted Hall at Greenwich.  

Compton farm is located near to Compton Castle, this is sometimes confused with another 
Compton Castle in Compton Pauncefoot which has possible connections with the coat of 
arms of another WILLS family involved in the wars of King William in Ireland. 
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4.4. Wolleigh, Bovey Tracey. 

 

On 24 July 1545 John WILL was baptised at Bovey Tracey, son of John of Wolleigh and his 
wife Maute nee NOSWORTHY. John was probably a relation to Henry WYLL of Willmead and 
the earliest WILLS to marry a NOSWORTHY that we know of. 

In the photograph Wolleigh Farm is the building on the left and in the foreground a typical 
Devon lane in early spring with primroses in the bank.  

 

 4.5. Plumley, Bovey Tracey 

Located in Bovey Tracey just over a mile from the centre of Lustleigh village. Mining for 
"shiny ore", an iron oxide, was carried out here from dates unknown but it finally ceased at 
the beginning of the 20th century.  

The Willmeade family owned Plumley in 1561 and in 1686 Richarde WILLMEADE sold it to 
the PONSFORD it then passed to the FRENCH family and in 1742 it was purchased by 
William HARRIS born 1699. His son William owned Plumley, Hatherleigh and Northcombe all 
in Bovey and his son John married Mary WILLS of Town Barton and his great grandson John 
HARRIS born in 1852 sold up and emigrated to become a Texas ranch owner.  Greg 
RAMSTEDT a distant cousin of mine and very active family researcher is descended from this 
line. 
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4.6. Higher and Lower Lemonford, Bickington. 

Originally in the parish of Ashburton but after the boundary changes of about 1890 was 
moved to Bickington. 

 

Lower Lemonford is located on 
the south bank of the Lemon 
river and is now a caravan park 
very near to the centre of 
Bickington. 
Richard WILLS baptised 1738 at 
Bickington was of  Lemonford 
and his brother William 
baptised 1775 in Ashburton  
was of Higher Lemonford, shown 
in the photograph, their sister 
Mary married John WILLS of 
Ilsington. Richard’s son Richard 
baptised in 1761 was also of 
Lemonford and the 1851 census 
shows a Richard WILLS in 
Lower Lemonford farm with 
family and 55 acres.  

In the will of William he leaves an annuity of £1 to his brother Thomas, thereby indicating 
that Thomas must have been on hard times. Thomas, born out of wedlock, the son of this 
Thomas, married Susan PERRYMAN of Ilsington and their family were baptised in the 
Methodist Chapel in Bovey Tracey. It was most unusual at this time for the family of a 
gentleman farmer to be a Baptist. Two of his sons, Charles and Thomas and daughter Sarah 
emigrated to Tasmania in 1854 and 1856 with many descendents today living in Australia 
 
 

4.7.Reed, Christow. 

On the hillside above the village of Christow, formerly a thatched house with one room for the 
family and the rest for animals, then a corrugated iron roof and now a desirable tiled 
residence. 

 

In 1881 George WILLS, 
descended from the 
Waddon and Lemonford 
family, was farming 120 
acres here with his wife 
and family of 10. We 
have lost touch with the 
descendants of this 
family although we 
believe George was of 
Aller farm when he died 
in 1903. George was 
the oldest brother of 
Thomas and Charles 
who emigrated to 
Tasmania in 1857.  

The picture was taken from the top of a large heap of mining waste the precise date and 
nature of the activity is not known but also living in part of the farmhouse in the 1881 
census were two "miners of barytes". Mining activity is said to have continued here at least 
until the 1960s. 
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4.8. Lower Collybrook, Ideford 

In the village of Ideford with Higher 
Collybrook farm which is across the 
road. 

The sale notice for Collybrook Farm of 
1828 shows G Wills as the proprietor 
with 75 acres, possibly this was what 
is now known as Higher Collybrook 
because the 1851 census shows 
George Wills in Lower Collybrook with 
his wife Susanna (nee MORTIMORE) 
seven children and three servants 
farming 107 acres. In 1881 his son 
Charles is farming 78 acres here with 
his wife Mary. George's oldest son 
Thomas WILLS, born in 1822, became 
a master butcher in Willesden in 

London. A grandson of Thomas the butcher, Thomas Harvey, said to be one of 14 children, 
emigrated to Australia in 1915 and founded a Wills family there today. Other descendents of 
this London family have not been traced. 

 

4.9. Whiteway Barton, Kingsteignton 

 

Thomas WILLS married Mary nee VOOGHT in 1828 and they farmed at Whiteway Barton. On 
4 May 1830 their only son John Thomas Brock WILLS was baptised and the father died in 
1846 leaving his son wife and two daughters to continued there until 1850 when it was sold 
when John was 21. 

On 25 Oct 1853 JTB arrived at Port Phillip in Australia, having sailed from Plymouth, and 
his descendents are still farming in Australia today. 

The 1851 census shows Whiteway Barton, Kingsteignton, as a 300 acre farm.  
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An article for the Devon Family History Society magazine published  May 2010. 
 

The DNA of the Bovey Tracey and Lustleigh WILLS Family 
 

Recently my distant cousin and I each did a y DNA test. A simple process of doing a mouth wipe and posting it off to 
familytreedna.  Y DNA is passed down from father to son and as we had hoped both our results matched thereby 
ensuring that there had been no “parental incidents” in our lines since George WILLS was born in Lustleigh in 1626. 
The line then goes back in the Parish Registers of Christow and Bovey Tracey 
 
The main reason for doing this test was to enable those WILLS who had emigrated to be able to prove their 
speculative paper and verbal records one way or the other. This being especially significant because my cousin who 
did the test is a direct descendent of the uncle of William John WILLS the explorer who set off on the fatal expedition 
from Melbourne in June 150 years ago to cross the interior of Australia. It seems a fact that all the WILLS families in 
Australia were told in 1861 after his tragic death was discovered that they were related to him. Unfortunately, there 
are many different sources of our surname in Devon alone. 
 
We believe, or like to think, that our WILLS line originates from Henry atte wille of Ilsington who is listed in the 1332 
Subsidy list for Devon, Ilsington is an adjacent parish to Bovey Tracey. In the Bovey Tracey Court Rolls there are 
several mentions of the surname starting with John and Richard WILLE who were jurors in 1428. So a continuation 
of the surname is certain through to the start of the Registers in 1528 when there are several WILLE, WILL and 
WILLS families including a line, supported by property records, through to our George who by now was in Lustleigh. 
Atte wille is old English for living by the water and it is interesting to note that in the 1332 Devon Subsidy List there 
are about 40 atte wille, thereby suggesting a large source of potentially different surname lines. 
 
Further investigation of our DNA results showed that we were of the Haplogroup R1a1. This indicates our distant 
male family group back 1000s of years. R1a is rare for Devon and slightly more common in the north east of 
England and Scotland probably as a result of the Viking visits and peaceful migration form Scandinavia. Having 
passed this information around the family I was amazed to receive the following quote from Armitage Hargreaves’ 
book Bovey Tracey History and Legend published in 1968: 
 
“From 787 until about 1014, all England from time to time endured the misery of the ravages of the Danes.  A local 
story related a raid by the Danes on Bovey; the English called all sea pirates Danes and Vikings, and our Danes 
may very well have hailed from Ireland.  The first landing of Danes in these parts in about 787 is said to have been 
at Teignmouth; in 991 Kingsteignton is believed to have been sacked by them, and in 997 they ravaged more of 
Devon. 
 
It was about the year 1003 when King Sweyn of Denmark reached Exeter and attacked other neighboring places.  
On a Shrove Tuesday a party of these Danes arrived from the Teign, and after burning the little timber Church 
ordered the seven thanes at that time in the parish of Bovey to bring their tenants and assemble on the village 
green; they then demanded a preposterous ransom from them. 
 
It was a wild morning, the sky black with heavy storm clouds, and while the captain of the miscreants was still 
speaking, rain began to fall in sheets, so that he took refuge under the projecting tallet of a house.  Four stone pillars 
supported this tallet (an overhanging loft); it is probable that the pillar outside the Tracey Almshouses is one of 
these, and likewise two at Indio. 
 
Unheard because of the storm, the good housewife was quietly listening in the tallet chamber, where grain was 
stored in large clomb jars.  Very slowly she lifted the trap door, and seeing the captain standing directly beneath, 
tipped one of the jars down onto his head, smashing both him and the jar.  His men rushed to his assistance, and 
immediately the thanes shouted to their men to attack the Danes.  They killed many, took the rest prisoner, and 
according to the ideas of the times would have flayed them and nailed their skins to the Church door.  But the 
Church had been burnt, so the prisoners were kept as slaves, which was both merciful and economical.” 
 
So now the big question is do my genes come from this stay by Vikings in Bovey Tracey in 1003 and/or did my 
ggg….grandmother drop the jar?  Has anyone records of any family gossip on the subject? 
 
More information on my Lustleigh line can be found on my website, Google: Wills Farms Lustleigh. The DNA records 
can be seen on the Devon Project and the Wills Project at www.familytreedna.com . Extracts from the Bovey Tracey 
Court Rolls are in the Devon Record Office and a transcript of the 1332 Subsidy List has been done by the Devon 
and Cornwall Record Society. 
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